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US17NG OF CLAIMS 



La 



1 . (Currently Amended) A computer system for allowing negotiation between \ 
I ural ty of entities, the coniputer system comprising a computer network having a pluraUty 
c Fcon iputer nodes; a computer node being arranged to dejSne the negotiation between the 
e ititk 5 with a set of negotiation activities; wherein the computer node is operable to 
i iplej lent a plurality of negotiation rule sets defining a plurality of market mechanise , each 
r Je S€ t constraining the set of negotiation activities to a specific negotiation type, thereby 
a lowi ig an entity to select at least one of a plurality of negotiation type s, the selected 
£ i^goti ition rule set beipg used to validate proposals submitted bv participants in the 



£ ^ ttion, H^e compute node matching compatible proposals in accordance with m^ es 



to L in the selected negotiation rule set and foiming an aigeement. 



2. (Original) A computer system according to clsum 1, wherein a plurality of nodes are 
a rang jd to define the negotiation between the entities with a set of negotiation activities; 

V tieretti each of the plurality of nodes are operable to implement a plurality of negotiation 
rile se|s. 

3. (Original) A computer system according to claim 1, wherein at least one of the 
e|titieii is a software negotiation ag^t. 

4. (Original) A computer system according to claim 3, wherein the computer node 
ii corp|rates the software negotiation agettt. 



titjiej 



5. (Original) A computo* system according to claim 1, wherein at least one of the 
is a user. 



6. (Original) A computer system according to claim 1 , wherein in at least one of the 
Ltitie| is a negotiation host and at least another of the entities is a negotiation participant. 
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ne ;otiation < 



8, (Original) A computer system accorditxg to claim 1, wherein the negotiation 

I :tivi|es include aproposal validator for vaKdating a proposal, received from an entity, with 

I I agi sement template, a negotiation locale for providing a validated proposal to a proposal 
< )mpi tibility checker for comparing proposals received from the negotiation locale to 

c jtem ine compatibility of received proposals to establish an agreement. 



7. (Original) A computer system according to claim 1, wherein at least one of the rule 
constrains the negotiation activities to an auction and at least another rule set constrains 
activities to a one on one negotiation. 



tivit 



9. (Original) A computer system according to claim 8, wherein the negotiation 
es further includes a protocol enforcer for rejecting invalid proposals. 



1 0. (Original) A computer system according to claim 9, wherein the negotiation 
altivitles further includes an information editor for providing to the negotiation locale 
stmmtxized proposal information. 

11. (Original) A computer system according to claim 10, wherein the negotiation 
a|tivitj|es further includes an agreement maker for det^mining criteria for establishing an 
a|reen|Leot based on the received proposals. 

12. (Currentiy Amended) A computer node for coupling to a conoputer system to 

a low J legotiation between a plurality of entities, the computer node comprising a processor, 
tl e pre cessor being arranged to define the negotiation between the entities witii a set of 
n igoti; tion activities; wherein the processor is operable to implement a plurality of 
n igotii tion rule sets defining a plurality of market mechajnisms, each rule set constraining the 
s t of) Legotiation activities to a specific negotiation type, thereby allowing an entity to select 
leasJ one of a plurality of negotiation tvoes , the selected negotiation rule set being used to 
^lidat 5 proposals sub mitted bv participants in the negotiation, the computer node matching 



c mpa ible proposals in accordance with rules defined in the selected negotiation nile set and 



fl miin t an agreement. 
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13. (Original) A computer node according to claim 12, wherein at least one of the 
i ititids is a software negotiation agent. 

14. (Original) A computer node according to claim 13, wherein the computer node 
^corfHorates the software negotiation agent. 

15. (Original) A computer node according to claim 12, wherein at least one of the 
dititieb is a user. 



e ititie 



s 



16. (Original) A computer node according to claims 12, wherein in at least one of the 
is a negotiation host and at least another of the entities is a negotiation participant 



17. (Original) A computer node according to claims 12, wherein at least one of the 
r le se ts constrains the negotiation activities to an auction and at least another rule set 
c >nstr ins the negotiation activities to a one on one negotiation. 



uraliy 



c ^nlpr smg 



lect 



18. (Currently Amended) A method for selecting a negotiation type between a 
of entities via a computer network having a plurality of computer nodes, the method 
defining in a computer node a set of negotiation activities; allowing an entity to 
da the conqputer node at least one of a plurality of negotiation rule sets defining a 
T^luralilv o f market mechanisms, each rule set constraining the set of negotiation activities to a 



slecifit negotiation type, thereby allowing an entity to select at least one of a plurality of 
ii|goti|tion tvnes. the selected negotiation rule set being used to validate proposals snbmitted 
b|pa4cipants in the negotiation, the computer node matching compatible proposals in 



a cord mce with rules defined in the s elected negotiation rule set and forming an agreement 



Jl 9. (Currently Amended) A compirter system for allowing negotiation between a 
uralily of entities, the computer system comprising a consputer networic having a plurahty 
o con|puter nodes; a computer node beixxg arranged to define tJie negotiation between the 
e titiei with a set of negotiation activities; wherein a number of different market mechanisms 
^ Ld6| nable bv different arrangements of neg otiation activities, the negotiation activities 



it :lud< a proposal validator for validating a proposal, received from an entity, with an 
aj reeiT ent template, a negotiation locale for providing a validated proposal to a proposal 
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( etem line compatibility of received proposals to establish an agreement. 

20. (Original) A computer systrai according to claim 19, wherein the negotiation 
I Jtiviies further includes a protocol enforcer for rejecting invalid proposals. 



a ^Uvit es 
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21. (Original) A computer system according to claim 20, wherein the negotiation 
further includes an infomiation editor for providing to the negotiation locale 
proposal information. 



s imm irized 



22, (Original) A computer system according to claim 21, wherein the negotiation 
aj|tivit|e$ further includes an agreement maker for deteamining criteria for establishing an 
aUreenJent based on the recdved proposals. 

23. (Currently Amended) A compute node for coupling to a computer systjsm to 
allow Aegotiation between a plurality of entities, the computer node comprising a processor, 
t] e pre cessor being ammged to define the negotiation between Hie entities with a set of 

n gotiition activities; whorein ajoiumber of diffe rent market mechanisms are definable bv 
d|fferept arrangements of negotiation activities, the negotiation activities include a proposal 



V lidalbr for validatiboig a prc^osal, received jQrom an entity, with an agreement template, a 
n gotiition locale for providing a validated proposal to a proposal compatibility checker for 

•mpa ing proposals received from the negotiation locale to determine compatibility of 
r^&eiv^ proposals to establish an agreement. 

24. (Original) A computer node according to claim 23, wherein the negotiation 
aftivit^s further includes a protocol enforcer for rejecting invalid proposals. 

125. (Original) A computer node according to claim 24, wherein the negotiation 
ajkiviti 3s further includes an information editor for providing to the negotiation locale 
si mm£ riied proposal information. 
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26. (Original) A computer node according to claim 25, wherein the negotiation 
i ^tivil ies iurther includes an agreement maker for detennining criteria for establishing an 
£ ireei imt based on the received proposals. 
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